Mathematical Studies IB II
Math Information Sheet for Mr. Stiefel

The course syllabus focuses on important mathematical topics that are interconnected. The syllabus is organized and structured with the following tenets in mind: placing more emphasis on student understanding of fundamental concepts than on symbolic manipulation and complex manipulative skills; giving greater emphasis to developing students’ mathematical reasoning rather than performing routine operations; solving mathematical problems embedded in a wide range of contexts; using the calculator effectively.
The course includes project work, a feature unique to mathematical studies SL within group 5. Each student completes a project, based on their own research; this is guided and supervised by the teacher. The project provides an opportunity for students to carry out a mathematical study of their choice using their own experience, knowledge and skills acquired during the course. This process allows students to take sole responsibility for a part of their studies in mathematics.
Mathematics Studies II is the second year of a two-year course that focuses on seven math topics, as described on the back of this sheet. This year we will review topics 1, 2, 5, and 6. We will learn new concepts from topics 3, 4, and 7. 
Students will use mathematical practices and possesses that are aligned to the IB learner profile; incorporate the creative thinking of TOK and are relevant with respect to the demands of an increasingly technological society.
1. The grading scale will comply with the scale set by the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District.
2. Grades will be determined in the following manner:
a. Tests, projects, and major assignments: 			70% of average
b. Class work, homework, and quizzes:				30% of average
Students will have the opportunity to retake any test within a week after it is passed back for a maximum of 84% after fulfilling the following prerequisites:
a. Completed and corrected homework for that objective
b. Presentable class notes are present for that objective
c. Test corrected 
d. Error analysis
e. Tutoring was attended
In addition to the normal class assessments, students will be taking two External IB Assessments, worth 40% of the IB math grade, and will be turning in an Internal IB Assessment, also known as the Project, worth 20% of the IB Math grade. 
3. Students who miss more than 10 days will fail the course according to North Carolina State regulations.  Three tardies will count as one unexcused absence.  
4. Students are responsible for obtaining work missed due to absences and tardies by communicating with me or, if applicable, going to my wiki.  I will not be held responsible for voluntarily distributing missed assignments. Late work will receive a maximum of 84%, and 10 percentage points will be subtracted for each class day the work is late.
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5. Tutoring is available to those students who have been working hard in class and have attempted all classwork and homework. Tutoring will be available after communication with me and in the Math Tutoring Hall.
6. General Classroom rules:
a. No talking during instructional or independent practice time.
b. No use of personal electronic devices during class. Store them out of sight. If an electronic device is out during class without permission, school procedures will be enforced.
c. No disruptive or disrespectful behavior, no profanity. Examples would be, but are not limited to, getting out of your seat without permission, talking during instruction or throwing objects of any kind.
d. No eating, drinking or littering.
e. No hats, caps or hoods on in class.
If students choose not to follow these rules there is a hierarchy of consequences, including but not limited to, a warning, reflection on actions in written form, separation from other students, or removal from class with an administrative referral. 
7. Group Rules:  
a. Remain in seat
b. Communicate within your group only
c. You must be on task
d. Volume must be low
8. Restroom Policy: Students are given two restroom passes per year. Students will have four minutes to return to class before they are locked out.
9. Supplies needed for class:
a. A three ring binder with notebook paper, graph paper, and 7 dividers
b. Pencils and erasers
c. A graphing calculator. The TI-83 and TI-84 series have the screens that will match the calculator used in class. 
10. The fastest way to contact me, including requests for a phone call, is through email: adrian1.stiefel@cms.k12.nc.us which is also linked on my wiki. 
11. My wiki address is stiefelmath.weebly.com 
This page will give you homework assignments, has hyperlinks to online help and has general information about the class. 
12. PowerSchool is the fastest way to check student grades. If it is not in PowerSchool, I will not be able to tell you your grade.
13. Please read through the IB Academic Honor Policy attached to this syllabus and acknowledge that you have read it by turning in the signature form.

I look forward to a great year!




North Mecklenburg High School
International Baccalaureate 
Academic Honor Policy 2014-2015

Statement of Philosophy
We believe that in order to promote scholarship throughout the International Baccalaureate program, we need to maintain core values of honor and integrity. We want to create a culture of shared responsibility and honor. The immediate goal of the IB program at North Mecklenburg High School is to prepare our students for the college or university environment, and the ultimate goal is to nurture integrity and honesty in students as citizens of the world. We strive for our Honor Policy to be instructive and supportive.

Responsibilities 
Students are responsible for: 
· Understanding the types of conduct which are deemed unacceptable and, therefore, are prohibited by this policy. 
· Refraining from committing any act of cheating, plagiarizing, facilitating, academic dishonesty, abusing academic materials, stealing, or lying. 
· Refraining from acts of intimidation or retribution in an attempt to prevent the testimony of another member of the NMHS community (student or teacher) at any time after charges have been made. 
· Reporting every instance in which the student has a suspicion or knowledge that academic conduct which violates this policy or its spirit has taken place to the faculty member responsible for instruction, or to a member of the NMHS administrative staff. 

Teachers are responsible for: 
· Understanding the procedures of this policy relative to how teachers are to handle suspected instances of academic dishonesty. 
· Developing an instructional environment that reflects a commitment to maintaining and enforcing academic integrity. 
· Handling every suspected or admitted instance of the violation of the provisions of this policy in accordance with the procedures set forth in this document. 
· Protecting honest students from being taken advantage of by those who behave dishonestly. 
· Ensuring that any person accused under the provisions of this document is accorded the protections of due process. 

The IB Coordinator and Administration are responsible for: 
· Ensuring that documentation of Honor Policy violations are recorded, but remain confidential and accessible only by appropriate parties.
· Administering appropriate consequences for violations as provided by this policy.
· Evaluating annually the effectiveness of the measures taken by teachers to promote academic integrity. 

Parents are responsible for: 
· Teaching their student to assume responsibility for learning 
· Reading and understanding the IB Honor Policy 
· Promoting integrity when it comes to use of the internet and cell phone
· Helping avoid academic dishonesty by questioning their student and/or teacher about the extent to which the internet or other sources can be used on an assignment. 
· Meeting with teachers and administrators to discuss matters related to issues of academic integrity.

Defining Dishonesty
According to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program Regulations, “Malpractice is behavior that results in, or may result in, the candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components. Malpractice includes the following:

Cheating: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, notes, or study aids or devices; obtaining unauthorized assistance and submitting it as one’s own individual efforts; copying from another student’s assignment (including homework) or test; unauthorized communication with another person during an assignment or test, which includes the use of a cell phone or other device during an assessment.

Plagiarism: Representing orally or in writing in any assignment the words, ideas, or works of another without proper and customary acknowledgement of the source.

Collusion: Inappropriate communication with others about tests and assignments. 

Falsification: Creating or communicating untrue information.

Duplication of work: The presentation of the same work for different assessment
components and/or IB Diploma requirements.

*A note about intention: It does not matter what one’s intentions are in these areas; these violations can occur without specific intent. We are obliged to be responsible for maintaining integrity for all graded assignments.

Procedure for Infractions
1. The teacher finds evidence of a violation and communicates that to the student.
2. For the first offense, student receives a 0 on that assignment and the parent is contacted. The teacher in this case has license to offer a re-take opportunity and establish a grade penalty depending on the circumstances and severity of the infraction.
3. The incident and grade penalty or consequence is then reported to the coordinator for documentation which remains in place throughout a student’s duration in the IB program.
4. For subsequent offenses in any class, the student again receives a 0 on the assignment. The incident is again reported to the IB Coordinator who will call a conference with the student and parent.
5. For any additional offenses, or for those 1st or 2nd offenses which are particularly serious or egregious, the Coordinator may refer the incident to the administration for disciplinary consequences (which may include suspension, loss of National Honor Society recognition or other honorary designation, removal from a leadership position, or withdrawal from the IB program).

Honor Statement
Each International Baccalaureate student will use an Honor Statement to reflect his or her commitment to abide by this policy. Teachers will frequently ask that this statement be written at the top of graded assignments.

I have read, I understand, and I promise to uphold the IB Honor Policy.
  

PRINT YOUR NAME:   ____________________________________________GRADE:  ______________

_________________________________________________________________          _____________ 
Student Signature			                                           				Date

